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� Nuwe jaar met al sy vooruitsigte en nuwe 
voornemens!  Van my kant af wil ek aan al ons 
lede � aangename en suksesvolle 2012 
toewens.  Ek hoop dat ons vereniging baat sal 
vind by ons almal se voornemens vir die jaar. 
Ek vertrou ook dat die komitee weer eens 
daarin sal slaag om voort te bou op die goeie 
werk van die verlede om sodoende nog � 
opwindende houtwerkjaar te verseker. 

Ek wil hier � beroep op almal doen om, hier 
aan die begin van die jaar, jouself daarop in te 
stel om hierdie jaar jou wonderlike houtwerk -
stokperdjie ten volle uit te leef.  Dink net aan 
al die pragtige en duur gereedskap wat jy oor 
die jare bymekaar gemaak het ten einde goed 
vir jouself, en vir familie en vriende te kan 
maak. Regverdig jou uitgawes die hoeveelheid 
werk wat jy hiermee verrig?  Dink ook aan 
watter genot jy put uit al die aanbiedings van 
die vereniging wat jy maandeliks bywoon.  
Onthou hoe mooi jou eie, en ander lede se, 
inskrywings by ons uitstallings gelyk het.  
Besef ook dat jou vaardigheid met gereedskap 
slegs sal verbeter soos jy dit prakties oefen.  
Laastens moet jy onthou dat om foute te maak 
beteken jy het iets gedoen!   

Due to the fact that we did not have meetings 
and because most of us were on holiday, there 
is not much to report on. I hope that most of 
you will attend the Annual General Meeting, 
and that you will pay your subs at this 
occasion so as to make the life of the treasurer 
so much easier!  (Betaal asseblief jul ledegeld 
betyds sodat ons die administrasie daaromheen 
soveel makliker kan afhandel!) 
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Everyone is in the process of starting anew.  I 
noticed that the turners once again seem to be 
on the roll. 

•  Saturday, , 14 January, 2012 at 
09h00: the cabinetmakers will meet 
at Klaas Coetzee’s workshop.  566  
Dakota Street, Elardus Park. 
Telephone 072 247 7758.  

•   (Members to bring their own fold up 
chairs as well as the plans or sketches 
for those woodwork projects they 
have lined up for 2012) 

•  Wedneday, 18 January, at 18h00:  
The turners will meet at Leon 
Wolmarans’ workshop.  754 
Richmond Street, Erasmuskloof.  
Telephone: 012 347 5839 or 072 170 
7545.  The homework for this 
evening is any piece that you have 
turned recently. 

•  Wednesday, 25 January, at 18h00: 
The Annual General Meeting of the 
Woodworking Association of 
Pretoria will be held at the new 
lecture facilities of the Botany 
faculty of the University of Pretoria. 
In order to assist our members to 
find the place, the map is included 
once again. 
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I do not know what the official definition for 
procrastination is, but a long time ago it was 
explained to me as:  when a man comes to 
work and starts the day by re arranging the 
papers on his desk, followed by the act to re 
adjust the height of his chair, sharpening his 
pencils, getting a glass of water and executing 
some other equally mundane tasks before he 
really starts with an honest day’s work. 

This past holiday period afforded me with lots 
of time to do whatever had to be done in and 
around the house.  This was especially true 
due to the fact that I was at home for the full 
period.  With all this time on hand, I decided 
that I would use it to do lots of work in my 
workshop.  However, once inside the 
workshop, I realised that I have allowed my 
tools, as well as the shop in itself, to degrade 
to such an extent that it would impossible to 
work and enjoy such work unless drastic 
measures were first taken to get everything 
orderly again. 

Where to start?  You have to realise that 
overall I still had the need to enjoy some time 
off as well! 

To make a long story short; I started moving 
stuff around. Then I started cleaning tools and 
toolboxes, shelves and drawers.  (Have ever 
tried to restore/clean the plastic on your tool 
and toolboxes? This actually entails that you 
have to experiment with a big assortment of 
cleaning agents.  Some grime will come off  
with thinners, then some with acetone while 
yet others respond better to stuff like Handy 
Andy as well as all those wonderful stuff that 
my wife use in the kitchen) All off this 
variations made things interesting but it also  
demotivated me in a very short time.  

What I am trying to get across is that a project 
like this is a procrastinators’ dream!  You have 
a legitimate reason to take up a tool, look at it 
and assess what has to be done to it.  You then 
decide whether to do it now, or will it be better 
to do it later as something else seems to be 
more urgent at the time. Then you can still 
decide to go and watch the cricket for a while, 

to come back and look at that long forgotten 
tool that you rediscovered underneath some 
junk and dust.    

 In looking back on my experience I can 
truthfully say that overall this can in the end be 
a very positive exercise. Although I still have a 
lot of outstanding woodwork to do, as well as 
sharpening etc to complete, things in my work 
environment have drastically improved. I have 
a much better idea of what I have, where to 
find it and a lot of it is in a much better shape 
than before.  The best of all is that as you start 
to get things sorted out, your need to do some 
real work also grows.  Having said that, I hope 
to get going on some of those long overdue 
projects.  Hopefully the experience in the 
workshop will be more enjoyable and 
productive than before. 
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Ek wil hiermee net dankie sê vir al die geduld 
en goeie wense wat ek oor � baie lang tyd as 
redakteur van Tambotie kon belewe.  Vir my 
was dit nogal � plesier om die nuusbrief te 
skryf.  Dit was veral lekker om al die insette te 
bekom van die mense wat deurgaans bydraes 
gelewer het. As ek mag uitsonder, wil ek veral 
dankie sê aan Lou Coetzer vir sy gereelde en 
goed versorgde artikels. Hierby moet ook 
ingesluit word al die voorsitters met wie ek 
kon saamwerk. 

Hierdie is die laaste Tambotie waarvoor ek 
sal pa staan.  Ek vertrou dat die nuwe 
redakteur die taak, net soos ek, sal geniet. 

 Louw Trichardt 
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